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WE'VE REACHED A MILESTONE! 
On April 26 the Herald of Truth reached a major milestone in its 
seven-year existence. 
On that Sunday afternoon, affiliate radio stations of the Mutual 
Broadcasting System carried our radio program in almost every case in 
sections of the country where the program had not reached before. 
Elders of the Highland Church signed the Mutual contract although 
only three-fourths of the necessary funds for the first 13 weeks with 
Mutual has been raised or assured. They express the belief that breth-
ren all over the country will rally behind this new opportunity, and 
not only help make possible 13 weeks of broadcasting but continue for 
at least 12 months. 
The Herald of Truth is already carried on 175 ABC and independent 
radio stations and 40 television stations in the United States . With the 
addition of the Mutual affiliates, this will give 465 radio and television 
stations broadcasting the pro gr am when all stations are cleared . 
The original budget for the 1959 radio and television series was 
$387,500 but with the addition of the Mutual contract the budget would 
be $470,000 for 12 months. About $300,000 of this total has been raised 
or assured to date by supporting congregations and individuals. Because 
of the vast audience possible through the 465 stations, the cost per 
person reached is very small--only 30 cents per 1,000 listeners . 
John F . Reese, one of the elders of the Highland Church of Christ, 
said: "Our total number of stations-approximately 500-involved in 
the original budget can still be added for the balance of the year, plus 
the 250 Mutual stations; and only about $120,000 needs to be raised to 
reach this maximum coverage with TV, independent radio stations, and 
both the ABC and Mutual networks during the next eight months. 
"We are deeply thankful for the confidence that brethren have 
shown in this radio and TV ministry by rallying to its support when 
this opportunity was offered . We pray God will guide us in the use of 
these opportunities." 
J. M. Patterson, also an elder of the Highland congregation, made 
this statement: "We prayerfully and humbly ask fo.r not only the con-
tinued support of those who are helping in this effort but the help of 
other brethren, also." 
MUTUAL STATIONS CLEARED FOR 
HERALD OF TRUTH 
AS OF APRIL 22. 1959 
ALABAMA 
Eufaula ....... . ..... ............ WULA 
Sylacuaga .............. ............ WFEB 
Troy ................ ....................... WTBF 
ARKANSAS 
.Fayetteville ... .. .......... ...KFA Y 
Helena ·"' ........... KFFA 
Jonesboro ...... KBTM 
'Siloam Springs 
CALIFORNIA 
·chi co 
San Luis Obispo 
CONNECTICUT 
New London 
Torrington 
FLORIDA 
Winter Haven 
GEORGIA 
Cartersville 
IN DIANA 
Vincennes 
KANSAS 
Goodland 
Salina 
........ KUOA 
..... KPAY 
........ KVEC 
.. WNLC 
...... WTOR 
...... wsm 
......... WBHF 
......... WAOV 
........ KBLR 
........ KSAL 
WCTT 
KENTUCKY 
Corbin . 
Danville 
Maysville 
Owensboro 
_Somerset 
.... . WHIR 
......... . .... .... WFTM 
WOMI 
.. .... ........ WSFC 
LOUISIANA 
Lake Charles 
MAINE 
Augusta 
Biddeford 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Fitchburg .. 
Lowell- Lawrence 
MISSISSIPPI 
Brookhaven 
Hattiesburg 
Vicksburg 
NEBRASKA 
Kearney 
Lincoln 
......... KAOK 
... WFAU 
........ WIDE 
.. WEIM 
........ WLLH 
.... WJMD 
...... .. wxxx 
... WQBC 
.... KGFW 
..... . KLMS 
NEW MEXICO 
Artesia .................................. KSVP 
Truth or Consequences ... KCHS 
NEW YORK 
Horsehead-Elmira Hgts. WEHH 
Malone ...... WICY 
Ogdensburg ...... WSLB 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Lenoir 
NORTH DAKOTA 
Devils Lake 
OHIO 
Marietta 
OREGON 
Salem 
PENNSYLVANIA 
St . Mary's 
Tyrone-Altoona 
Washington 
Wellsboro 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Bennettsville 
Georgetown 
Rock Hill 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
.... WJRI 
..... KDLR 
...... WMOA 
..... KSLM 
........ WKBI 
........ WTRN 
...... WJPA 
. ... WNBT 
WBSC 
. .. ....... WGTN 
.. WRHI 
Mitchell .. ............... KORN 
TENNESSEE 
Athens 
Fayetteville 
Livingston 
Morristown 
TEXAS 
.... WLAR 
.. WEKR 
WLIV 
.. WCRK 
Monahans . KVKM 
Pampa ......... . .... . ...... KPDN 
VERMONT 
Rutland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. WSYB 
VIRGINIA 
Bristol ..... WFHG 
Waynesboro .......... WAYB 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Montgomery WMON 
WISCONSIN 
Beloit .......... WGEZ 
Manitowoc ...... WOMT 
Poynette ...... WIBU 
One of the regular speakers for the 
Herald of Truth radio program , E . R. 
Harper has had 34 years pulpit exper-
ience. He has published many books. 
For 14 years he has been assoc iated 
with the Highland con gregation , serv-
ing as local minister for 12 years . He 
conducts many me etings each year. 
E. R. HARPER 
James D. Willeford is the other regu-
lar speaker for our program. He has 
been with the Herald of Truth since 
its beginning . He has been preaching 
for 26 years and is now regular min-
ister for the Highland Church of 
Christ in Abilene. He conducts many 
revival meetings each year. 
JAMES D. WILLEFORD 
STATIONS CARRYING HERALD OF TRUTH 
TELEVISION PROGRAM 
CITY 
Ashville, North Carolina 
Austin, Minnesota 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
Butte, Montana 
Charleston, S. Carolina 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 
Detroit, Michigan 
STATION 
WLOS-TV 
KM MT-TV 
WFAB-TV 
KXLF-TV 
WU SN-TV 
WDEF-TV 
CKLW -TV 
Florence, D. C. 
Hamilton, Bermuda 
Harrisburg, Illinois 
Helena , Montana 
WBTW-TV 
Jackson, Miss. 
Jefferson City, Missouri 
Joplin, Missouri 
Laredo, Texas 
Lexington, Kentucky 
Lima, Ohio 
Memphis, Tennessee 
Meridian, Miss. 
Millhall, Pennsylvania 
Nampa, Idaho 
Oklahoma City , Okl a homa 
Parkersburg, W. Virginia 
Paducah, Kentucky 
Petersburg, Virginia 
Portland, Maine 
Pu erto Rico 
Quincy, Illinois 
Richmond, Virginia 
Roswell, New Mexico 
San Antonio, Texas 
Savanah, Georgia 
Tucson, Arizona 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Wllliston, North Dakota 
Wilmington, N. Carolina 
Florence, S. Carolina 
Jackson, Mississippi 
NashYille, Tennessee 
ZBM 1-TV 
WSIL-TV 
KXLJ-TV 
KRCG -TV 
KO DE -TV 
KG NS-TV 
WLEX-TV 
WIMA-TV 
WHBQ-TV 
WTOK-TV 
WBPZ-TV 
KCIX -TV 
KWTV -TV 
WT AP-TV 
WPSD-TV 
WXEX-TV 
WCSH-TV 
WO RA-TV 
WGEM-TV 
WTVR-TV 
KSWS-TV 
WSAV-TV 
KOLD-TV 
KVOO-TV 
WTWV-TV 
KUMV-TV 
WECT-TV 
WBTW 
WJTV 
WLAC 
CHANNEL 
13 9 .. a.m . 
6 
28 11:30 
TIME 
4 (non-schedule) 
2 12:30 p.m . 
12 11: 00 a,m. 
9 
12:00 
3 2: 00 p.m . Wednesday 
12 (non-schedule) 
12 
13 2:00 p.m. 
12 
8 
18 2 :30 
35 
13 2:00 p.m . 
12 Noon Saturday 
3:00 p.m. 
6 4 p.m. 
9 8:30 a .m . 
6 
8 
6 10:30 a.m. 
5 
10 1:30 CST 
6 
8 
3 
13 
2 12:30 p.m. 
9 2:00 p.m. 
8 4 :00 p.m . CST 
6 
12:00 
12 
5 10:30 
(ALL TIME SUNDAY UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.) 
HELL - - THE COST OF LIVING THERE! 
By E. R. HARPER 
Radio Sermon No. 374 April 5, 1959 
Thank you and greetings friend s. It is a pleasure to be back visiting with you in your homes, maybe riding along the highways, in your 
business places, in your studies. It is so wonderful to know I am 
coming into the homes of so many fr iends in other nations and 
countries; friends I shall never see nor have the glorious privilege 
of meeting here in this world . How I would love so much to take you 
by the hand and thank you personally for being so kind a s to listen 
to us as we try to break to you and your s the bread of life . Then, we 
are reaching many of you in hospitals, in pla ces of confinement; yes, 
we get letters from you 'who have been unfortunate in this life and 
are spending some of your pre cious tim e in jails and penitentiaries. 
Our hearts go out to you because we know when you were children 
growing up at mom' s and dad's knees, you did not intend for it to 
turn out this way. But you can be saved the same as those who are not 
so unfortunate. God will forgive you and will wash you in th e precious 
blood of Christ His Son , and you, thou gh in this confinemen t , can be 
as clean and pur e in God's sight as the most humble and con secrated 
safot .of earth. Of course, you will have to surrender to Him, but 
we shall have to · do the same. Then when you are out and free to 
be with your families, those who love you dearer than life, you can 
imow that all has been forgiven by the Lord and in His sight you are 
as good and pure as though you had never made a single mistake. 
Yes, I know the world may not be so kind, but if you know you have 
paid for your mistake; if you know the Lord has forgiven you; if you 
know your heart is right and you are determined to forget the past and 
live for Christ, you will have a strength that you have never known 
and I promise you that soon the world will forget and forgive and you 
can face life with a smile and the joys of life will once again come 
flooding into your soul and you will find it is wonderful to be alive. 
All you who are bowed in sorrow - sorrow that seems to be gre ater 
than you can bear - may I point you to · the only physician that can 
cure you of your he artaches? He is the Great Physician, Christ our Lord, 
your Saviour, if you will surrender to Him your very li fe with no 
reservations. You ca ;:'t save yourself ; you can 't of your self lift the 
clouds; you can't by yourself gain the strength you need to live happily 
in this world. You must have Christ in your heart; you must have 
Christian friends who will understand and help you to see the "joys 
above the sorrows ." 
OUR LESSON 
With these thought s in mind, may I talk to you tod ay on the 
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subject announced, "Hell - The Cost of Living There"? This may 
seem to you a strange subject, but I assure you it is a Bible subj ect 
and a very timely one. You knciw man pays for everything he re -
ceives in this life. Your Bible says in Galatians 6 verse 1, "Be not 
deceived, God is not mocked , for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap 
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap 
life everlasting." From this it is easy to be seen that God, though a 
God of mercy, is also a God that will allow man to reap corruption, or 
pay for his mistakes. 
NO HELL 
You may ask, Mr. Harper, Why are you discussing this question? 
I am discussing it for at least three reasons: First, millions believe 
and teach there is no hell. Second, millions believe and teach that 
the unregenerated man has no soul and, therefore, cannot be punished 
after death; and third, I am trying to get all to see what an awful 
thing it is to die without hope, to be punished in a Devil's hell, all 
because they would not listen here to the pleadings of those who loved 
them. My good friends, it is a terrible thing to die without hope; to 
go into the unseen world , into the great beyond without preparation to 
meet God . Just what do you have to gain by NOT making preparation 
to meet God at the judgment? Just what do you have to LOSE if 
you make NO preparation to die? Last, ask yourself this question, 
What do my family and I have to GAIN if we DO surrender our lives 
to Christ? One thing certain; When death comes and your lifeless 
body sleeps in the grave, if you die a Christian you haven't LOST 
ONE THING for you have been happy here, respected in this world, 
and you have the promise of everything beautiful in the world to 
come. Can you afford to go to hell when you die or to even run the 
risk of going there with your family? You think this over as I discuss 
the subject just now, Is there a Bible Hell? Or does the Bible teach 
there is a place called helll? 
TO OUR BIBLE 
There are three words we must discuss just here. One is the 
word Sheol, found in the Old Testament, which means the grave or the 
unseen world. The next is "hades" found in the New Testament which 
has a similar meaning. Hades is the place of the departed dead; where 
they await the resurrection as is accepted generally by the scholarship 
of the world. This you may know if you will take the time to examine 
most any Bible dictionary or commentary. Neither of these words ex-
press the idea of the hell that I shall discuss with you today. The next 
word in our study is the word "gehenna" which means the place of 
"punishment." It derives its meaning from the "Valley of Hinnom ." 
On the south and west of Mt. Zion lies the "Valley of Hinnom." Here 
is where it is said children were sacrificed in fire . It was a place for 
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burning refuse, causing the place to become the symbol of punishment 
and hence we .have the word "gehenna," meaning a "place of torment." 
That the Bible teaches there is such a place for the wicked I shall 
now proceed to prove to you by your Bible. Suppose I establish this 
fact, will you believe it? 
GEHENNA - THE BIBLE HELL 
Our Bible is our only guide from this earth to the world beyond. 
Without it, we are like a boat without a sail, or a ship without an 
anchor. We are like a man who has lost his way in the fog; like the 
stranger lost in the desert, in the midnight darkness. Without the 
Bible we do not know from whence we came, nor do we know our 
final destination. With it our road becomes the "White-way to heaven," 
adorned with beautiful thoughts, wonderful deeds, and lovely people, 
for the hand that directs the traffic on the "white-way to heaven" is 
the wounded palm of a nailed, pierced hand, guiding us on lest we 
miss the way and th e "Bible hell" become our eternal home. 
MATTHEW 5:21-22 
In Matthew 5 verses 21-28 we have this reading: "Ye have 
heard it was said by them of old time, Thou shall not kill; and who-
soever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment. But I say unto 
you , that whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall 
be in danger of the judgment, and whosoever shall say to his brother, 
Raca, shall be in danger of the council , but whosoeevr shall say, Thou 
fool , shall be in danger of HELL FIRE." This is the "gehenna ," the 
place of punishment; not "sheol," nor "hades," the "grave ." 
MATTHEW 10:28 
In Matthew 10 verse 28 we hear our Lord saying to His apostles, 
"Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul; 
but rather fear him which is able to destroy BOTH soul and body IN 
HELL." 
This is not from "sheol" nor is it from "hades," meaning the 
grave or the unseen; it is from "Gehenna," also, the word that means 
a "place of punishment ." You may not believe this, but to deny this 
is to deny your Bible . Why believe John 14:1-5 where Christ has 
promised to prepare a place for us, and deny Matthew 10: 28 where 
He says to His own apostles, the y can lose their "soul and body" in 
"gehenna" the "hell of punishment" for the wicked? 
MARK 9:43 
In Mark's gospel , chapter 9, verses 43-48 Christ says this to His 
apo stles; not to alien sinners , but to His very own, "If thy hand offend 
thee, cut it off. It is bett er for thee to enter into life maimed, than 
having two hands to go to HELL, into the fire that never shall be 
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quenched; where the WORM dieth not , and the fire is not quenched. 
If thy foot offend thee, cut it off ; it is better for thee to enter into 
life halt, than having two feet to be cast into HELL, into the fire that 
never shall be quenched; where their WORM DIETH NOT, and the 
fire is not quenched. If thine eye offend thee, pluck it out; it is better 
for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than havin g 
two eyes to be cast into HELL, where their WORM dieth NOT and 
the fire is NOT QUE!N"CHED." 
Here, my friends, the word from which we have "hell" is not 
the word that. means the grave or the unseen world; it is the word 
"gehenna" that means a "place of punishment." Another thing; Christ, 
in all these places, is warnin g His very own lest they go to t he 
"gehenna," the "Bible Hell of Punishment." 
MATTHEW 23:26-33 
There are many passages that prove the "gehenna hell" of the 
Bible but one more shall suffice for today. In Matthew 23, verses 26 
through 33 we have this reading; Christ is talking to His own, the 
Pharisees, and He says, "Thou blind Pharis .ee, cleanse first that which 
is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean 
also. Woe unto you scribes, Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like 
unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but 
are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness, Even so 
ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within Ye are full of 
hypocrisy and iniquity. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
crites! because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the 
sepulchres of the righteous, and say, If we had been in the days of 
our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood 
of the prophets . Wherefore ye be witnesses unto your selves, that ye are 
the children of them which killed the prophets. Fill ye up then the 
measure of your fathers . Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers. HOW 
CAN YE ESCAPE THE DAMNATION OF HELL? " 
Deny this, my good people, if you must, but remember this word 
"hell" is from the "gehenna" of your Bible; not from "sheol," nor is 
it from "hades," meaning the "grave," or just the "unseen world." This 
w.ord symbolizes a "place of punishment." What could Christ have 
meant .when He asked "How can ye ESCAPE the DAMNATION OF 
HELL?" Did He mean to just ask them, How can you escape death ? 
or How can ye escape the grave? or How can ye escape the unseen 
world? The writer of the Hebrew letter says in Hebrews 9:27, "It is 
appointed unto man once to die and after this the judgment." Ail must 
die and pass into that "unseen world"; all must die and go to the 
"grave" or its equivalent! Hence the Lord could not have meant to 
ask them these questions. Here was something they were to experi -
ence because of their hypocrisy . They were not to ESCAPE THE 
DAMNATION OF HELL - The Bible Gehenna; the place of punish· 
ment for sins committed. 
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HOW CAN THEY DENY IT? 
With these plain passages before us I ask you, How can religious 
ord ers 15e so bold as to emphatically deny the se statem ent s by our 
Lord ? Did you take notice that each of th ese - Matthew 5: 22, Matthew 
10: 28, Mark 9: 41, and Matthew 23: 26-33 - were all uttered by Christ 
Himself? Did He make a mistake? Is it possible He did not know, 
being our Saviour, who shall be one day our judge? If He doesn't know, 
I promise you we are of "all men most miserable" as said by Paul in 
I Corinthians 15: 19. Shall we believe Christ or man? Another thing, did 
you notice all these pas sages were directed to HIS PEOPLE ? not one 
of them was given to an audience of "alien sinners" who had never 
been in coven ant relati onship with God. These were His chosen ·people 
Do you think the "pri ce too great to pay" for the "damnation of their 
souls in hell?" 
HOW LONG DOES HELL LAST? 
Having now proven by your Bible that there is a "hell ," a place 
of punishment for the wicked, a pla ce called "gehemia" which is NOT 
the "grave" nor the "unseen world"; we are <,:oncerned with this 
question: How long does this punishment in this "gehenna" - this "hell 
of the Bible," last? 
POSITIONS TAKEN 
There are at least three positions taken concerning the duration 
of hell or when it is. First, there are those who deny there is a "hell,'' 
uth er than the grave. Second, there is that group that believes "hell 
·-will be a quick destruction" for tho se who do appear before God in 
judgment; an annihilation of the soul. Then there is a third position 
whi ch teaches that "hell,'' or the punishment of the wicked, is ever~ 
lasting - that it never ends. These can't all be true .· Two of them, 
at least, have to be wrong. I need not try to prove that these three 
th eories are t aught ; you who are students of the Bible know this to 
be true and the r e are, no doubt , score s of you listening to me just now 
who believe one or the other of these positions. I shall be receiving 
letters from you trying , as best you can , to prove the passages given 
do not teach the "geh enna hell" and you will endeavor to let man 
decay in the grave and be forever annihilated. I could call the names 
of churches in Ameri ca, whose members actually deny there is a hell; 
who deny that the unregenerated man has a soul and will not there-
fore be punish ed beyond the grave. I try as best I ca n to make my 
lessons deal as completely with principles, stripped of personalities, 
as it is possible. It can't be done at all times , but in this I feel it can. 
So, whatever position you hold concerning the question - How Long 
Is Hell To Last - will you please listen to these passages I shall now 
give from your Bible? In Mark 9: 43 we read, "It is better for you 
to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into HELL -
GEHENNA - into the fife that NEVER SH.ALL BE QUENCHED . 
/ 
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Where THEIR WORM DIETH NOT, and the fire is not quenched. " 
From this we are forced to conclude there is a hell; men are cast 
into this hell-this gehenna of punishment-and their WORM, their 
lives NEVER DIE. It is eternal, everlasting! That the expression "their 
worm" refers to persons I read to you from Job 25:6 where it · reads 
"Yea, the stars are not pure in his sight. How much less man, a 
WORM? and the son of man, a WOR.M?" Here "worm" refers to man 
and Christ said plainly "their WORM DIETH NOT" in this gehenna 
hell. This fits perfectly with the Lord's statement in Matthew 
25: 46 where He says, "These shall go away into EVERLASTING 
PUNISHMENT; but the righteous into life ETERNAL." This punish-
ment is of the same duration as "life ETERNAL." In Rev. 20: ;o John 
says, "And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of 
fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophets are, and 
shall be TORMENTED PAY AND NIGHT , FOREVER AND EVER." 
Again in Rev . 14:11 we read "And the smoke of their TORMENT 
ascendeth up FOREVER AND EVER; and they have no rest DAY 
NOR NIGHT, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever 
receiveth the mark of his name ." This beast is the same as that of 
Daniel chapter 2 and Revelation chapters 12 and 13, which is clearly 
pictured to me in Rev. 17:3-18 as centering around Rome. Now this 
beast and those who allow themselves to be deceived by her, John 
says, shall be cast into this torment and that torment shall continue 
day and night FOREVER AND EVER. This being true we had better 
know we are connected with nothing dominated by this Roman beast. 
On .e thing certain, these passages cannot refer to the church for which 
I preach for we have never been connected with this Beast of Rome, 
pictured in Daniel and Revelation. This is worthy of your consideration 
since this beast and those who are deceived by her shall be tormented 
day and night, FOREVER AND EVER! In 2 Thess. 1:8-9 your Bible 
says that those, "who know not God and who obey not the gospel of 
Jesus Christ" shall be "punished with EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION 
FROM THE PRESENCE OF GOD AND THE GLORY OF HIS POWER." 
Not "everlasting annihilation" but destruction "From the presence of 
God." Christ says in John 8:21, "ye ... ·shall die in your sins: Whither 
I go, ye cannot come." Death is the dividing line. Death seals your fate. 
It is too late after death. Were you to die what would be your fate? 
Would you beg for help, only to be told it is too late? 
CONCLUSION 
On and on I could go, but I shall have to close for today. Re-
member we have read to you from your Bible that there is a "hell," 
a "gehenna," the place of eternal punishment; it is not just the "grave" 
nor the "unseen world." It is a place where "their worm dieth not;" 
where the "fire is not quenched;" where the "smoke of their torment 
· ascendeth up forever and ever;" where they are "punished FOREVER , 
DAY AND NIGHT"; where they are "banished from the presence 
of God and the glory of his power" forever and ever! Yes, they are 
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ALIVE in this place for they "rest neither DAY NOR NIGHT." Deny 
it if you will; laugh at me if you care to, but your Bible is the source 
of my information and it is right. 
Do you not think this is "too great a price to pay with your 
soul" that you may live in hell - in gehenna, FOREVER AND EVER? 
It is your soul! What Price Will You Pay To Live In Hell Forever 
And Ever? It is your decision! There is a "hell"; "men are going 
there " ; it shall "never end"; its "torment is forever." Will you not 
come today and obey the gospel as commanded by Paul in 2 These. 
1: 8-9 believing in Christ, repenting of your sins, and being baptized for 
the remission of your sins as commanded by your Lord in the Bible, 
Mark 16:16; Luke 24:46 and Acts 2:38; Romans 6:3-5, is my prayer 
in His holy name. Listen next time as I discuss the subject "What 
Is Hell?" Is it a "Literal Fire"? 
HERE ARE THE FACTS CONCERNING 
A MILLION DOLLAR OPPORTUNITY 
( But it won't cost that much I) 
Did You Realize 
Every 21 seconds someone somewhere in the United States dies in a 
lost condition. 
There are 70,000,000 people in the United States who are not affiliated 
with any religious organization whatsoever. 
What Has Been Done ••• 
The HERALD OF TRUTH Radio and Television Program is now 
being carried over 236 radio stations and 40 television stations. It 
is heard in all 49 states by millions of people . 
The Response ••• 
An average of 1,000 cards and letters are received each week in re-
sponse to this radio and television work. 
Over 2,000,000 copies of sermons have been distributed to those who 
have written inquiries to the program. 
Many have obeyed the gospel as a result of having heard it for the 
first time on the network. Many congregations have been estab-
lished. 
An , Amazing Opportunity ••• 
The Mutual Network's 250 affiliate stations will give us an opportuni-
ty of reaching millipns for Christ each week at a cost of only 301 
per 1,000 people reached. 
We Need Your Help However ••• 
This "million dollar" opportunity will pass us by if we do not raise 
the needed funds. Approximately three-fourths of the required bud-
get has been raised or assured. Will you help us obtain the other 
one-fourth? 
HELL THE COST OF LIVING THERE, No. 2 
"What Is Hell? Is It A Literal Fire?" 
BY E. R. HARPER 
Radio Sermon No. 375 April 12, 1959 
M y friends, I assure you again that . it is always a pleasure to speak to you. I realize many of you differ with me, but I do not think 
unkindly of you for this for I reserve the same right to differ 
with you. It is true that somewhere, someone has missed the truth of 
the Bible or we would all be essentially together and there would be no 
serious differences on these vital questions. So will you continue to 
listen and study with us the Bible? Write and let us know your views 
on these questions and if you believe the passages I gave last week 
on this broadcast. Every one was from your Bible. 
When I Was A Boy 
Friends, when I was a boy the preachers not only preached about 
heaven, how beautiful it is, but they also described the horrors of 
hell . They made us not only love God for providing for us such a 
beautiful .place as heaven, but they caused us to love and respect 
Him because He was willing to save us from such an awful fate as 
having to live in a Devil's Hell for all eternity. They preached "hell 
fire and damnation" and . men feared the hell of the Bible. The average 
boy or girl, yea the average man or woman has not the fear of hell 
today as in the generations past . Many do not even believe in hell , 
yet I read to you in my former lesson passage after passage th at told 
us of the hell of the Bible; the gehenna spoken of by Christ Himself 
in Matthew 5:21,22; Matthew 10:28; Mark 9:43-48; and Matthew 23:27. 
The "hell" in these passages does not mean the "grave" or the 
"unseen world." The hell of these passages is "gehenna," the "place of 
torment." To deny this is to deny the Bible and that is an act of 
infidelity which leads on and on to other denials of God's word. 
How Long? 
In our last lesson we found the "Hell" of the Bible is "forever 
and ever"; that "their worm-their lives-never die"; the "smoke of 
their torment a scendeth up for ever and ever" i and they "rest neither 
day or night"; and that they are banished "from the presence of God 
forever" (Mark 9:42-48; Rev. 14:11, Rev. 20:10; and II Thess. 1:8,9) . 
These truths we either accept or deny. Which shall it be? As for 
churches of Christ, we accept them! 
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What Is Hell? 
Concerning the nature of hell there are many and varied explana-
tions . I shall not take the time to discuss them, but shall confine 
my study to the Bible descriptions of the "Hell." I may not convince 
all my auditors that the Bible Hell is this or that, in particular, but 
if you believe the Bible, I believe I can convince you that it is a place 
so terrible that you do not want you and your children to live there 
forever and ever. Ir I can accomplish this one thing, then the 18 
to 20 minutes spent have not been spent in vain. 
Exercising Good Judgment 
If we will enter this study with the same good judgment we 
exercise in all our studies of the English language, not determined 
to force some peculiar hobby of our own upon the people, I believe 
we can understand what the Lord has in mind by the various descrip-
tions of hell given in the Bible. Unless we do so study our Bible 
on this subject, we shall find the Bible a bundle of contradictions . 
But trying to use the same good sense of reasoning and understanding 
that we follow in reading our newspapers or books in the library., 
we shall have little trouble in harmonizing all the various descriptions 
of hell found in our Bible. Our English language is made up of various 
symbols, figures, parts of speech, all used to convey to our minds 
the lessons intended, without which our English language would be 
meaningless. In rhetoric we have various divisions such as a metaphor, 
a simile, a hyperbole and many others . A metaphor is a figure of speech 
founded on the resemblance which one object is supposed to bear 
in some respects to another, such as we say "that man is a bear." 
A simile is very similar to this, but expresses it in a little different 
respect, as in the following, "that man is like a bear." In one he is 
said to be a bear; in the other to be like a bear. Then we have the 
hyperbole which is used in so many places in your Bible. The hyperbole 
is that part of rhetoric used in what we might call a magnified sense, 
to impress the mind with the seriousness of the thing under dis-
cussion. For instance, I might say to a man, "That will mean death 
to you," when I might not mean he will actually die, but simply wish 
to impress upon him the seriousness of the matter under cun sideration. 
Now with this in mind let us study the various figures, symbols, or 
descriptions of hell as given to us in the Bible. Only a few should 
suffice for today. 
Matthew 25:30 
In Matthew chapter 25, verses 14-20, is the lesson on the talents 
given to the Lord's own servants. As you remember, He blessed two 
of them because they had earned other talents. The third man, to 
whom He gave one talent, hid his talent; refused to use it that he 
might gain another . To this servant the Lord said, "Cast ye the un-
profitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be the weeping 
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and gnashing of teeth." Here the punishment of the Lord's own 
servant is said to be "outer darkness." Outer darkness means a total 
absence of light. Can you think of a more severe punishment than 
being lost in outer darkness, not knowing wher e you are and all 
around you the "gnashing of teeth"? Under such circumstances men 
lose their minds; dash headlong to destruction; suffer a million deaths 
in seconds. If hell is so awful that it must be pictured in such symbols , 
figures, hyp erboles, or whatever you wish to call it, as is here given, 
then I know it is something I do not wish my children to suffer. Just · 
think this over; Outer darkness; gnashing of teeth; and that punish: 
ment forever and ever! There is something so horrible about hell 
that caused the Lord to picture it to us in such language that we 
might be brought to so dread it as to make preparation to escape 
the damnation of hell, (Matthew 23: 33). 
Furnace of Fire 
In Matthew 13 verse 42 through 50 we have this statement 
concerning the lost , "and shall cast them into the furnace of fire; 
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth." About whom is He 
speaking? and when is this to take place? In verses 49,50 we read, 
"So shall it be in the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, 
and 'sever the wicked from among the righteous and so shall cast 
them into the furnace of fire: there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth ." Hence at the end of the world this shall take place and the 
wicked shall be punished. But here it is pictured as a furnace of 
fire. In Matthew 25, this same writer said it was outer darkness. Both 
illustrations show there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth; so 
terrible is this punishment! If it is outer darkness then how can it 
be a furnace of literal fire? Such a furnace would glow with a 
tremendous light; there could not possibly be outer darkness. Do you 
now see what I meant before when I said unless we understand the 
parts of speech, the rhetorical divisions of our language, we could 
never express ourselves in an intelligent manner without contradictions? 
One may not know if this or that expression is in rhetoric a simile, 
a metaphor, or a hyperbole by such a name, but he does have to 
understand the principle by which our language functions. This is 
why the most unlearned man can understand the simplicity of the 
gospel, once it has been taught him if he will listen to it as he 
understands his newspaper. Here the punishment to the lost soul is 
comparable to the illustration .given: A "furnace of fire." Surely you 
do not want that to happen to you and yours! 
Rev. 20:14,15 
John says in Rev. 20: 14,15, "This is the second death, even the 
lake of fire . And if any was not found written in the book of life, 
he was cast into the lake of fire," (American Standard Version). In 
Rev. 21: 8 John calls it a "lake that burneth with fire and brimstone." 
Now, if it be a "furnace of fire ," it can't be a "lake of fire" for a 
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furnace and lake are as different the one from the other as night 
from day. Does John in te nd to contradict Matthew or does Matthew 
mean to contradict himself in Matthew chapters 13 and 25? Again I 
say we must understand these are figures of speech, found in our 
English rhetorical syst em of conver sing one with the other or we 
become lost in the midnight darkness of confusion. If we do understand · 
our own langu ag e, then all these figures or pictures ( or should we 
say, description s of hell?) me an something to us and all thoughts 
of contradiction fade away. The Lord is striving to teach us what it 
would mean to be lost and therefore He uses every means at His 
disposal, which means He feels are adequate to warn us of ~he 
awful impending torture to the souls of men if they are lost. Ju st thmk 
for a moment of being cast into a furnace of fire ,of being thrown 'into 
a lake of fire; or being cast out into outer darkness where there is 
weeping and gnas hing of teeth caused by the created fear in your 
heart at that. moment! Now Christ is trying to picture to us what 
it will mean to miss heaven with all its beauty. If to miss heaven 
will mean to us throughout all eternity what it would mean to 
experience such pain and fear under such circumstances as described 
above in the Bible, then surely you do not want your children to go 
to such a place and that forever! Deny it if you will; say it is not 
true if you must; but your Bible is the authority for what I am saying 
today. If we are to accept any part of the Bible, why refuse to accept 
these warnings? It will be too late at death. 
The Rich Man 
In Luke 16: 19-31 is the story of the rich man and Lazarus, the 
beggar. They each died. Lazarus was carried by the angels to 
Abraham's bosom , picturing beautifully the rest into which a child 
of God passes after death. The Bible says the rich man also died, 
and was buried and in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, 
and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom and he cried 
and said, "Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, 
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; 
for I am tormented in this flame." Here they are both dead; are in 
the unseen world . One is in Abraham's bosom; the other in torment. 
This shows that in the unseen world there are two distinct places, 
at least conditions: one of rest and peace , the other conscious torment. 
Argue about this as you will; say it is just a parable; deny there 18 
any punishment to it; it still stands as a fact the Lord said "there 
was a certain rich man" who suffered this torment. Call it the grave; 
the unseen world; call it anything, but when you are through calling 
ft and trying to explain it away, we still have a man in torment 
beyond death, begging for help and the punishment is conscious 
punishment, comparable to being cast into flames of fire. Here he is 
begging for water. He may have fought water on earth, but now, in 
hell, he is not shouting, "water salvation", "trusting in the water," 
"water not your saviour;"he is begging for water in hell! I read in 
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Luke 7:30, this same book, this same writer, where it says, "But the 
Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves 
being not baptized of him." Could this man, way over in chapter 16, 
be one of that number? He was Abraham's seed you know! There 
will be no hydrophobia in hell. They will not be afraid of water 
there, but will beg for it . Friends, we get our water here on earth 
for the Bible commands water baptisb, Acts 10:47,48. Read it, please! 
So whatever you say we still have this rich man in torment begging 
for help and there is no help, for the time to make that preparation 
was here on earth. So great is this punishment he is begging for 
Abraham to send Lazarus to his brothers to warn them lest they come 
to this place of torment. The time to begin with our loved ones is 
now! It is too late after death! It is too late when in hell! 
Abraham said unto this rich man, "Son, remember that thou in 
thy life time received thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil 
things; but now he is comforted and thou are tormented." Try to 
explain this away; try to rid it of conscious punishment; try to 
destroy the hell of this passage, but when you read it again, you 
have two men in hades, if you wish it; one in Abraham's bosom at 
rest, the other tormented, begging for mercy and it is all brought 
about because of one thing-the rich man remembers! 0 , the lashing, 
the burning, the cutting , the whipping pains of memory as this man 
in hell , in torment, goes back through memory's lane, seeing all his 
wealth, his living in luxury, hearing the pleadings of the poor lying at 
his door, eating the crumbs from his table and having to accept the 
mercy that came only from the dogs that licked his sores ; last seeing 
his brothers coming to that place of torment! My good people, we 
know what memory does for us here; how much more, think you, will 
it do for us in eternity when we suddenly become conscious of the 
fact we are lost and that forever and ever, with no means of escape! 
It is then memory, conscious memory, will bring to our _ poor benighted 
souls the pains comparable to these pictures of hell the Lord has 
given us . 
Is It Literal Fire? 
The Bible no more means to teach that hell is a literal fire than 
it does to teach hell is a literal place of outer darkness. The Lord does 
not mean to teach that He has furnaces heated with fire and brim-
stone, nor does He mean to teach that He has lakes filled with such 
burning elements prep ared for our fleshly bodies, in which they shall 
burn for all eternity. That you may know this ls true, if it were literal 
fire and fleshly bodies, they would be consumed shortly, which is the 
belief of some. If it be literal fire then it could -not hurt -bodies raised, 
immortal bodies, for literal fire is not to burn immortal objects. Should 
you wish to create a hobby, making this to mean literal fire-, then 
I . could just as scripturally create me a hobby forcing it to mean a 
place of · outer darkness. Should you wish to force a literal interpreta-
tion of this and try to make this a literal furnace of fire, I could 
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just as well try to force it to me an a literal lake of fire and brimstone. 
Are we ready to try to understand this thing sensibly and reasonably 
or are we determined to force a private - interpretation upon certain 
passages reducing the Bible to a book of absurd statements and 
contr adictions? One thing sure, these illustrations of hell teach the 
punishment is real and never ends. 
What Does It Mean? 
As I conclude this study, may I say that these various illustrations, 
picturing to us the horrors of hell, are given simply to warn us of the 
impending dangers and of the terrible sufferings of the soul if we 
go there . The Lord is trying, by every avenue needed, to keep us from 
sending our souls to a place of conscious torment. For our souls to be 
lost forever would mean, to the soul of man throughout all eternity, 
what it would mean to the minds and bodies of men here .to undergo 
such ·punishment as pictured in these pages. 
Conclusion 
We have now proven there is a hell; men will be sent there by 
the Lord; it is to last forever and ever; and it is a conscious torment, 
as severe to the soul that is lost as the physical punishment pictured in 
our lesson today is to our bodies here. Is the price you will have to 
pay to live in hell forever worth it? This is what you must decide for 
you and yours! Your soul! What a terrible price to pay for it to live 
in hell, day and night! Weeping caused by the lashings of a conscious 
memory! Remember now the pleadings of the rich man and prepare 
to shun the damnation of hell. 
Will you not forget wh at man has said that there is no hell, and 
obey the comm ands of your blessed Lord? He asked us to believe on 
Him (John 3:16), to repent of our sins (Luke 13:3), and it was He 
who command ed us to bP. baptized (Matthew 28 :18-20; Mark 16:16), 
and sent His ap ostl es to t ell men what to do and Peter said to them 
on the day of Pente cost (Acts 2 : 38) , "repent and be baptized every 
one of you in the nam e ot Jesus Christ for the remission of sins and 
ye shall receive the gift nf the Holy Ghost." The last verse says, 
"am 1 the Lord added t0 i ee ·church daily such as should be saved." 
Will you not do th is is m y prayer in the blessed name of our Lord. 
c-+-S 
ARE WE KEEPING OR GIVING THE TRUTH? 
Brethren, we have the truth and we cannot afford to deliver the 
souls, of the lost into the hands of the enemies of truth by not accepting 
every opportunity to give them the gospel by use of radio and television. 
Remember, their blood will cry in the judgement asking, "Why did you 
not use every opportunity to bring us the gospel of Christ?" 
HELL·· THE COST OF LIVING THERE. No. 3 
Sermon No. 376 
"The Population of Hell" 
By E, R. HARPER 
April 19, 1969 
A s I sit at my desk preparing this lesson today, my heart again is burd ened with sorrow as my only son is in a hospital unconscious 
as the result of a severe car accident that all but took his life . The 
out come even now we do no t know; we can only hope and pray . As 
we sit by his side, he keeps thinking he is dead and in the mor gue. 
What an aw ful thing you say! Yes, but not half so tragic as those of 
this les son today. Losing you r physical. life is not to be comp ared to 
the loss of your nev er-dying soul. As in my former lesson on this 
subje ct, we ha ve found th at the lost liv e on and the punishment is 
everlasting. If you do not hav e those lessons write us for them. 
THE POPULATION OF HELL 
This subject may sound horrifying to you, but Hell is to be 
populated with human beings who have, do now, and shall in the 
future live on this earth. Let us pray that neither you nor your precious 
children go to this awful pla ce of torment. To find the answer to this 
most vital question we ha ve to come to our Bible . It has to be our 
final court of appeal. Never has there been a time in the history of 
the world, I am convinced, when the Bible, that precious book now 
lying dusty perhaps upon your table in your home, is so little regarded, 
respected, and reverenced as God's way of life for the down trodden 
of this earth on which we live. It could settle all our labor troubles; 
all our national problems; and could transform the United Nations 
Conferences into "tables of peace"; could make of our world a 
"garden of love"; and could change our world's society into a "human 
paradise." Our dreams of the "Garden of Eden" would almost fade 
from our minds as we beheld the glory and the unspeakable peace 
created anew by the God of heaven in this our new "Eden of hope ," 
as the glorious gospel of Christ lived in the hear ts and lives of men . 
So far as our human relations go, the Golden Rule as found in Matthew 
7:12 where Christ says, "All things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and tl:le 
prophets" would restore peace to our world. Now this cannot save 
your soul from Hell but could adjust all our personal difficulties. 
I am happy to say to you, If you will obey the gospel of Christ 
(II Thess. 1:8,9), worship and serve Him as command ed by your New 
Testament (John 4:24), and practice the Golde nRule between you 
and your fellow man, Hell will not be your home beyond the grave. 
Is there a man · listening to me today who would deny the above? If 
so, why? And if the above will not transform this world of human 
beings into a Christian society, then what will? Think of the church 
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of Christ as you will , but the above is · the simple truth for which we 
plead that you and yours may be saved from a Devil 's Hell. Above 
all , remember, your Bible, your New Testament mu st be respected 
and obeyed by you . There can be no sub stitute, Gal. 1: 8,9; no one can 
take your place , II Cor. 5:8-11, Romans 14:11,12, Revel ation 20:11-15. 
Read these! 
YOUR BIBLE SPEAKS 
Concerning the "Population of Hell ," your Bible mu st speak . It 
and it alone can reveal the answer . That Hell will be populated is a truth 
too obvious to be denied by Bible believing men . That men shall be 
punished for their deeds, for their refu sal to obey the gospel , and for 
their willing ignorance of God's word I will prove to you today. Hell 
is a Bible doctrine. There is as much said about the pun ishment of 
the wicked aft er death as there is about any subject in your Bible. 
Think not that you can run rou ghshod over God's warnings and not 
meet His judgments. If you do, rea dRe v. 21: 8, Galatians 5: 19-21, and 
II Thess. 1: 8,9. 
MATTHEW 7:21,22 
If you have your Bibles, turn with me to Matthew 7:21,22. Here 
the Lord said, "not every one th at saith unto me Lord, Lord, . shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he th at doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord have 
we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? 
and in thy name done many wonderful thin gs? And then will I profess 
un to them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye workers of iniquity." 
Here are people debating with Christ at the judgm ent; begging 
to enter and He denies them. Why? They had not done the wlll of 
God. You may be one who has been taught "there is nothing to do to 
be saved"; if so, this vers e forever de stroys such a doctrine. Here 
they had to do the will of God or be ·rejected. Remember, the will of 
the Father includes more than faith alone. The doctrine of justification 
by faith only is not a Bible doct r ine for here it includes doing the will 
of God, all His will, not just the part you and I may like. Have you 
done the will of God? If not then you are lost and will be among the 
population of Hell, your Bible being true and it is! Tho se claiming 
today to perform these miraculous healings had better study this 
ve r se for her e were some people who had been caused to believe they 
had ;erformd these very things and were told they had been rejected 
because they had not done the will of God. Today no miracles, ' the 
kind performed by the apostles and by Christ, can be performed. No 
"incurable case of cancer," no "completely withered arm ," no "eye 
completely destroyed of its sight" has been miraculou sly healed or 
restored in this generation. No corpse pronounced dead by the under-
taker and leading doctors has ever been raised in our generation. If 
men possessed the power enjoyed by the apostles, these things could 
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Connellsville ... ..... KCVI 
Johnstown . .... WCRO 
Phillipsburg ...... WPHB 
State College ....... WMAJ 
Wilkes-Barre ....... WILK 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Charleston ....... ... WHAN 
Columbia .......... .... WCOS 
Florence .. WJMX 
:t T:~:t=~S~~ ... WSSC 
~\ Jackson 
lfi Johnson City ....... WETB 
..... WTJS 
Lexington ........... WDXL 
McMinnville ... WBMC 
Nashville ........... ..... WSIX 
Oak Ridge ..... ... WOKE 
Tullahoma ........ ...... WJIG 
TEXAS 
Abilene ................. KRBC 
Amarillo .......... KGNC 
Beaumont ............. KFDM 
Big Spring ............. KBST 
Corpus Christi ..... KEYS 
1 :OO p.m. 
10:30 a.m. 
1 :30 p.m. 
2:30 p.m. 
1 :30 p.m. 
4:30 p.m. 
1 :00 p.m • 
6:30 p.m. 
9:30 a.m • 
1:30 p.m • 
1 :30 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. 
8:30 a.m. 
3:30 p.m. 
1.:30 p.m. 
5:30 p.m. 
8:00 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 
7:30 a.m. 
2:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
2:30 p.m. 
2:30 p.m. 
1 :30 p.m • 
1 :30 p.m. 
1 :00 p.m. 
1 :30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m. 
4:00 p.m. 
8: 15 a.m. 
1 :30 p.m. 
1 :30 p.m. 
1 :30 p.m. 
1 :30 p.m. 
.. 
TEXAS 
Graham ..... KSWA. . 4:30 _ p.m • 
Longview . . ... KFRO 1 :30 p.m. 
Mid land 
···· ·········· ·· 
. .KCRS - 1 :30 p.m . 
Perryton .KEYE 8: 15 a.m. 
Rosenberg ..KFRD 9:00 a.m. 
San Angelo .KGKL 1 :30 p.m . 
San Antonio .. .. KMAC 11:30 a.m. 
UTAH 
Provo KIXX 8:30 a.m. 
VIRGINIA 
Fredericksburg .... WFVA 12:30 p.m. 
WASHINGTON 
Kennewick ......... KPER 3:30 p.m. 
Omak .. .. KOMW 9: 15 a.m. 
Seattle . . . . . . . . . . . .. KV I 4:00 p.m. 
Sedro-Wooley .. KBRC 8:30 a.m. 
Walla Walla ... KTEL 3:30 p.m • 
Wenatchee 
········ 
.. KUEN 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Fairmont ..... WTCS 9:00 p.m. 
New Martinsville WETZ 1 :OO p.m. 
Parkersburg ... .... WCOM 7:00 p.m. 
(Saturday) 
Wheeling ..... WKWK 9·:00 p.m. 
WISCONSIN 
Green Bay 
Madison 
Oshkosh 
Wausau 
WYOMING 
.. WDUZ 
. WIBA 
.. WOSH 
............ WSAU 
Casper ...... KSPR 
Cheyenne ........ . KFBC 
Douglas .............. KWIV 
Thermopolis ......... KTHE 
FOREIGN 
1 :30 p.m . 
8:00 a.m • 
1 :30 p.m • 
9:00 a.m . 
9:15 a.m. 
1 :30 p.m. 
1 :30 p.m. 
1 :30 p,m. 
BERMUDA 
Pembroke 
CANADA 
........ ZBM 1 :30 p.m. 
Blind River, Ont. CJNR 
Toronto, Ont. .... CKEY .. 9:15 a.m. 
Weyburn, Sask ... . .. CFSL 
Winnipeg, Man. CKY11:30 p.m. 
CANAL ZONE 
Panama .. .................. HOL 6:00 p.m. 
(Saturday) 
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 
Manila ................. .. DZAQ 7:30 a.m. 
This list not 100% correct due to frequent changes. All Times Are Sunday 
Unless Otherwise Indicated. 
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be done. In Acts 9: 36-40 we have the record of Dorcas' death. It reads, 
"But Peter put them all forth and kneeled down, and prayed; and 
turning him to the body said, Tabitha, arise, and she opened her eyes: 
and when she saw Peter, she sat up." No such thing has been done 
in, this age. Now in Matthew 7 we have some people believing they had 
done these things and they were turned away by Christ Himself. I 
beg of you from my heart to study this. These of Matthew 7: 21,22 are 
to make up a part of the population of Hell. They 'did not do the will 
of God. 
THE MORAL MAN 
One of the most difficult problems facing us today is the destiny 
of the moral man. To tell a man who is a good moral man, that he is 
Jost , makes enemies of men oftentimes. Now we do not mean it that 
way. If morality alone were sufficient to save men from sins, then 
Christ has shed His blood in vain, It takes morality, do not misunder-
stand me, but it takes morality plus the blood of Christ. Morality alone 
is not Christianity. Christianity must include morality, but Christianity 
must include morality, but Christianity is more than just being morally 
honest, just, and upright in your dealings with mankind. 
In Acts 10 we have the story of a man who is <both religious and 
moral. It is the life of Cornelius. It reads as follows, "There was a 
certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band 
called the Italian band. A devout man, and one that feared God with 
all his house, which gave much alms, and prayed to God always." On 
first thought the average man would say, This man is a saved man; 
were he lying cold in death , his funeral services being conducted, 
many would pronounce such a man saved, ready to be ushered into the 
presence of his Lord. May I ask you, What would you say about such 
a man? I know what my heart would love to say, but my heart is not the 
judge. Again we must come to the Bible for the answer to the 
question - Was Cornelius a saved man? If not saved, he was lost; it 
Jost, he misses heaven; if heaven is missed there is but one other 
place-the Hell of our lesson. Remember, I did not write the Bible. I did 
not make man. I do not have the right to announce the terms by which 
man is to be saved. Again Christ and His word must be our sole guide. 
..__ 
In Acts 11: 13 Cornelius says that the angel who stood by him 
said, "Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose surname is Peter: 
who shall tell three words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be 
saved." He was not a saved man, though devoutly religious and moral. 
He had to have the gospel of Christ preached unto him, Acts 10: 42. 
Had he refused to obey this gospel he would have been among the 
number that makes up the population of Hell. In Acts 10: 48 Peter 
"commanded them (Cornelius and his house) to be baptized in the 
name of the Lord." Question, Had Cornelius and his house refused to 
obey this command, would they have been saved by "faith only"? This 
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was a command, not a request. It came from the man sent by the 
Lord to tell him words by which he could be saved. Make any excuse 
you please, trying to show man is saved without baptism, then ask 
yourself this honest question, What would the Lord have done with 
Cornelius had he refused to obey this command to be baptized? Now, 
ask yourself the question, What will He do with me if I refuse to obey 
this same command as found in Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 16:16, and 
Acts 2:38? Hell is an awful place to go. Better obey your Lord! As we 
pass from the "moral man" and his condition at death , we have found 
in this man, Cornelius , a man both moral and religious. This lesson 
we must learn from Cornelius: If a man's religion is wrong , he is still 
lost; though he is moral, not having obeyed the gospel he is lost. We 
must obey th egospel as delivered and recorded in the Bible; and that 
gospel commands faith in Christ (John 7:16), repentance (Acts 17:30), 
and baptism (Matthew 28: 18-20). Religion is not enough; morality is 
not enough. The Christianity produced by obeying the gospel of Christ 
is man's only hope of not being among the population of Hell. My 
friends, have you obeyed it? Remember the "good moral man" who 
will not obey the gospel of Christ will help to make up the population 
of Hell. 
THE WICKED 
In Psalms 9: 17 the Psalmist says, "The wicked shall be turned 
into hell, and all nations that forget God." If you are a wicked person 
then you will be among the population of Hell; nations that forget 
God will find themselves living in the Bible Hell . This is more than 
just the grave or the unseen world. It is the meaning attached to 
sheol that signifies punishment. May I read to you Adam Clark, the 
great Methodist Commentator? He says, "The wicked shall be turned 
into hell - headlong into hell, down into hell. The original is very 
emphatic." End of quotation. Whendon's Commentary says, "David 
now proceeds to a further prediction of thefr overthrow, and vindi-
cation of the oppressed righteous. HELL, this is unquestionably one 
of the places where sheol signifies a place of future punishment and 
will fully bear the translation here given. Nothing less could suit the 
sense. The righteous, no less than the wicked, will be turned into the 
grave, but not into hell." End of quotation. Object to sermons on hell 
if _you will, but remember hell is a Bible subject; it is discussed in 
both the Old and New Testaments. There will be someone in hell. 
Might as well reject the promises of heaven as to repudiate the doctrine 
of hell, for the same Bible teaches us of both. Just do not make the 
fatal mistake of going to hell. This is one thing I know is safe for 
your soul. Yes, the wicked will make up the population of hell! 
WALKING AFTER THE FLESH 
In Galatians 5: 19-21 we find a group who wil !be in hell. It reads, 
"Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these: Adultery, 
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fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, 
variance, . emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, 
murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like." Now Paul, what is 
the fate of these people? "They which do such things shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God!" There are but two places after death: Heaven 
and Hell. Those who practice the above cannot go to heaven; hence, 
here writing to Christians, not · alien sinners. He was showing to the 
they must make up the population of Hell. Another thing - Paul was 
saved if they do such things, they are to be lost . This passage alone 
destroys forever the doctrine of the "impossibility of apostasy" of the 
doctrine "once saved always saved." Let me ask you this question, Do 
you teach a Christian may practice all these sins and die in them and 
be saved? No, it will not suffice to answer with the old argument: 
But a Christian will not want to do this! These were Christians and 
Paul was warning them against such lest they be found guilty. To the 
young people and young married people who may be listening to me 
.today, let me say : Here is where you are forbidden to dance and 
drink. The definition of ''revellings" includes dancing. Dancing is 
revelling. Then the expression "such like" will take in all "like 
practices." Fight the Bibl eif you will, build dance halls in your church 
buildings if you must, teach and train our youth to dance and to revel, 
which includes dancing in its meaning, if you will, but every time you 
erect a danc e hall in your church building, please place over its door 
not inherit the kingdom of God." Keep this warning over that dance 
these words of Paul . in which he says ; "They who do such things shall 
hall door in your church building and watch your dances die! 
Here is one of the many passages that could be used to condemn 
drinking. Here he says those who practice drunkenness shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God. Now have your beer parties in the church 
if you just must drink; have your pre ach ers lead the youth of your 
church in these drinking parties of the church if such a religion you 
desire; make alcoholics of your preachers and of your young men and 
women by such participation with them, but write over your beer 
parties, "They who do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God" and see how long such parties live. This is why churches of 
Christ do not have such things as dance halls and beer drinking 
parties. Paul says, "They who do such things shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God." We pray that our children, if possible, inherit the 
kingdom of God and not be among the number who make up the 
population of Hell. Lead yours to do such if you will, but remember 
your Bible teaches you that you are leading them to a Devil's hell. 
One thing I know - teach them not to do such and you do no wrong. 
Obey Not The Gospel 
Another group that will make up the population of Hell are those 
who will not obey the gospel of Christ. In II Thess. 1: 7-9 Paul says, 
"To you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall 
be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire 
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taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the 
gos~el of our 1:,ord Jesus Clirist, who shall be punished with ever-
l~stmg destruction from the presence of the Lord and the glory of 
~is power." One thing certain-Whatever the gospel is and includes 
It mus~ be obeyed or that soul who refuses will be among the numbe; 
that will make .up the population of Hell. Friends, we might as well 
ma~e up our mmds that we are going to have to obey the gospel of 
~h~1st (II :'hess . 1: 8,9) and that gospel contains more than just 
f~1t_h only. How can you have a complete gospel of Christ and 
ehmmate from the gospel the Great Commission of Matthew 28: 18-20 
~nd Mark 16:15,16, where the Lord Himself has commanded us to 
b.elieve and be baptized"? Think this over before you make up· your 
:und :i:ou are not going to believe and be baptized as commanded 
Y Christ, ~or those who obey not the gospel of Christ will make up 
t~e populat10n of . Hell. I do not mean to be your enemy; I am pleading 
;11th your souls before it is too late and you find yourselves at the 
J~dgment lost, on your road to the Bible Hell-and remember your 
Bibi~ does tea~h there is a hell and that most of the world will' make 
up its . populat10n (Matthew 7: 14). May I ask you this: If you and 
yours hve as churches of Christ are preaching, do you believe you and 
you=s would populate the regions of hell? Think this over before you 
b:g!n condemnation of my sermons on the subject "Hell-Th c t f 
L1vmg There ." ' e os o 
Church Presented To Christ 
_In Eph. 5: 27 Paul says that Christ will "present unto himself a 
glorious church,-holy and without blemish." Christ is its builde 
Matthe~ 16 :18; He is its head, Eph. 1:22,23; He, not Peter is i:~ 
foundat10n, I Cor . 3 : 11; He is its High Priest , Heb. 10:21; He' is her 
~usband, _Rev. 21:9; John 3 :28-30; Romans 7:4; and II Cor. 11:2, and 
m Ephes1~ns 5: 26,27 ~aul says Christ "sanctified and, cleansed-the 
~hurch-:w1th the washmg of water by the word, that he might present 
It to .himself .a glorious c~urch, not having spot or wrinkle." In 
Ac_ts 2 · 47 we ~md the Lord 1s adding to the church all such as were 
bemg saved. Smee the church is the saved and it is the church being 
presented to the Lord, then it has to follow as the night the day that 
only the church shall be saved. This being true, all accountable souls 
out of the chur~h, therefore, would have to make up the population 
of Hell. No, babies are not lost-they are already safe. Never having 
been lost they are not subjects of the gospel call nor can they be 
memb~rs of the church the Lord built, for the church is made up of 
lo~t smn~rs, saved by the blood of Christ because they have obe ed 
!f1s precious gospel (Acts 2:38-47). Sinless, all the baby needs toygo 
m_to the ~resence of God is a resurrection from the dead and this they 
will receive I Cor 15 · 52 53 A · 
. . , · · , , s an accountable bemg, why run the 
=1sk of ?emg lost out of the church of the Lord when He is to present 
it to Himself. Wby trifle with your soul or that of your children? 
Why not be safe? · 
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In Conclusion 
We have found there is a hell; that it is a place of eternal 
punishment for the wicked, that those who do not .the Father's will , 
who depend on _ their morality alone, the wicked, those who walk after 
the flesh, all who obey not the gospel of Christ, and those who reject 
the church the Lord built are to be among the population of hell. I 
beg of you to come believing in Christ (John 8: 24), repenting of 
your every sin before it is everlastingly too late (II Peter 3: 9), confess 
the precious name of God's Son (Romans 10:9,10), and obey Him in 
baptism as you know your Lord has commanded (Matthew 28:18-20), 
let Him add you to His church (Acts 2:47), and then live for Him 
until death (Rev. 2: 10), and I promise you and all yours that not one 
of you will make up the population of hell. How can this be wrong? 
May God bless you before it is too late by helping you, through His 
word, to see the importance of becoming and living a Christian, is 
my prayer in His holy name. 
PROVEN BY EXAMPLE 
The most graphic demonstration of the worth of the HERALD OF 
TRUTH program can be seen in the thousands of lives that have been 
changed as a direct result of hearing the gospel by this method. 
One of the most notable examples of the power of this work is 
found in the conversion of Edward Rocky of Bethpage, New York. Ed 
Rocky was a pastor of a Baptist Church in New York and while living 
in a Baptist parsonage heard the Herald of Truth program. With this 
first introduction to the church of our Lord, he was led through study 
and prayer with Jim Oldham · and E. J. Sumerlin to obedience to the 
gospel. Since his conversion, Ed Rocky has led his wife, mother-in-law, 
father-in-law, sister-in-law and brother-in-law to Christ. He and two of 
his converts have baptized more than 200 in the last 21/2 years. 
We have had reports of congregations that have been established 
in North Dakota, South Carolina, Georgia, Wyoming and Kansas as a 
result of this radio and television program. The church in Riverton, 
Wyoming, is an outstanding example of these new congregations. Re-
cently this congregation completed a nice brick building and though 
only five years old is now self-supporting. 
Only the Lord knows how many doors have been opened, hearts 
touched, souls led to Christ, wayward Christians restored and congre-
gations established in the last seven years as a result of the Herald 
of Truth radio and television series. The value of one soul cannot be 
estimated, so who could say these effo r ts have not been worthwhile. 
\ 
HELL ·· THE COST OF LIVING THERE. No. 4 
"What Price Hell!" 
By: E. R. HARPER 
Radio Sermon No. 377 
April 26, 1959 
A !:~~ :to~ t~at is told, and true it is, happened like this: A son o is . ather, "Dad, Ido not want to go to hell." Weeks 
eternitpassed and m a moment, beyond human control, this boy missed 
· Y only by what those close to him are caused to believe w · 
:~u:~lo;,f :~e s~~ri'~I:n~e do~ G~d. The doc~ors, those who knew ot ~: 
of th. b ' a o e an act higher than man for the life 
IS oy to be spared." Now whether this is true or not maybe 
:hea:c~~ll never know; at least the young man lived to have' another 
This is a true story of millions on earth throughout h · 
past and gone. Some thanked the Lord for His t e ce~tunes 
changed the course of the' I' b . . act of providence, 
been blessed by their I' ir. iv::· ec~me Christians, and the world has 
me today some of ives, o ers. did ~ot. You, who are listening to 
right you~ lives, bu/~~~g~:Yinb: I~is~h1~r:;? w~fc~di~iin, wanting to 
~:able to free yourself. We get our liv;s all mixed up s~m:::;s t:n:i~ 
ere seems to be no way out and · t 
devil, refusing to listen to those :::o J~~vesu~:e:~e: o~ souls! to the 
us, an~ go on to the grave to be lost----1:lternally lost. w o cou d help 
With this setting befor eus I pray that you wi"II · -
as I discu 'th ' remam with me 
ss WI you the subject announced "Wh t p · 
~!~~.f~~:t hha:i~ :ii~b~:h;:P~~!t!~ll~;i~!o!:u:!~fri: ~ur B~~I:: ~~~~;: 
from the presence of God wh . e! not the gospel 
there is a hell· Second tha:r: ltlh~re will be consc10us punishment ; 
and whose live~ are sinful and :ic~:d a Jlace of ete:nal banishment 
to show you what it will cost you to li;e i:1e1iodl~Y. It shall be mine 
~r:~~ ::a:b;:u toca;~i ~~f~r1° t~ee that the c?st 0°f l(:i~tin v::rie~s t::: 
With this b f pay that pnce to hve in hell forever 
. e ore us you can better understand wh t d . · 
cussmg the subject, "What Price H 11" C Y o ay I ~m d1s-
be for you to decide. e . an you afford the pnce will 
Destroys Your Home 
!h? subject, "What Price Hell," may not 
but it 1s one the world need t . be a popular theme, 
a life of sin here that wil/ c:stg1ve prayerful co~sideration. To live 
and often has meant the loss of ::u~ ~::ii soul. m hell may mean, 
continue to destroy more homes th th !· Sm has, is, and will 
an e mmd of the average man 
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or woman stops to consider. Every divorce in this world is the direct 
result of sin somewhere else they would have remained together; 
every murderer, every dr~nkard; every house of correction; our penal 
institutions where our own American boys and girls are now incarcerated 
all trace their origin to sin in their lives. Brokenhearted fathers and 
mothers, husbands and wives , sons and daughters are the tragic result 
of sin. The little orphan boys and girls from broken homes-no fathers, 
no mothers to guide them-left to the mercy of the world, maybe to 
become criminals food for the electric chair, are the result of fathers 
and mothers walking after the flesh, living for the Devil, betraying 
innocent children. Even our loved ones sleep in the silent cities of 
the dead-,.sleep there beaus of sin, not their own sins, no, but the 
curse pronounced upon mankind as the result of Adam's sin (Romans 
5:14-17; I Cor. 15:22). From these passages we see the destructive 
for the "pleasures of sin for a season." Yes, we ask , What Price Hell? 
force of sin in the lives of men. This alone is a mighty price to pay 
when the price is that of the loss of your own loved ones; a broken 
home; orphaned or discouraged children. It is a mighty price to pay to 
live in hell throughout a never ending eternity. Can you afford the 
price? Isn't it too high? 
Forfeits Life Eternal 
In I Tim. 6 : 12, Paul says, "Fight the good fight of faith; lay hold 
on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast pr?fessed 
a good profession before many witnesses." Hell, my friends, will cost 
you your life eternal in the presence of God. Think you ~hat you ca~ 
afford · to exchange this eternal life with God for a life with the Devil 
and his angels forever? Is there a sin so alluring that when . you sit 
down by its side to consider Its cost you are ready to say, I am wllllng 
to exchange my life eternal with God and all the redeemed, for a 
home everlasting in hell? Life eternal for a Devil's Hell? What a 
mighty price to pay to live in hell forever! Yes, we ask, What Price 
Hell? Can you afford to pay it? 
Crown of Righteousness Means Nothing? 
In II Timothy 4: 7,8 Paul writes "the time of my departure is at 
hand. I have fought a good fight; I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith; henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous-
ness which the Lord, the righteous judge, sh all give me in that day: 
and 'not to me only but to all them also th at love his appearing." 
Here this man of God, now grown old in years, but strong in faith 
and hope, through the mists sees the shores ·of another world from 
whose bourn no pilgrim has ever returned. The man who above all 
others . -has so beautifully and so - lovingly stamped upon the hearts 
of men the hopes of the Cross of Calvary is writing to this young man, 
Timothy, his last letter of loving advice. These words are of such 
significance, of such tremendous - Jmpertance, for in them is to be 
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found the wisdom of a lifetime of Christian experience. Here in 
thunderous tones that have, still are, and will continue to be thundered 
through the annals of time, a mighty warrior, ready to lay down his 
battle-scarred armor for a crown of righteousness to be bestowed upon 
him by Christ his Lord, looking only toward the future, shouts his 
defiance to the powers of Rome and says, "I am now ready to be 
offered and the time of my departure is at hand." His eyes now 
penetrate the he ave ns beyond as he gazes, by faith , into the New 
Jerusalem. He no longer hearts the bitter accusations of a Tertullus, 
standing before Governor Felix, demanding his life; he no longer feels 
the hand that smote his mouth, as Ananias, the High Prie st, sought to 
wreck his cowardly vengeance upon thi s humble servant of God; 
the stripes placed upon his bleeding back by his enemies; the stones 
that pelted his bruised and ble eding body, as he lay outside the city 
to die: all these have now fad ed from his thoughts . He now, as in 
the distance, can hear the voices of the redeemed , rev erberating 
throughout the halls of that eternal city "whose builder and maker 
is God," singing the praise of Him who had "redeemed them by His 
blood from every kindred and tongue, and people, and nation." He 
sees the hand of a loving Father crowning him not with a monarch's 
crown, but with the victor's crown of righteousness; rewarding him for 
a battle well fought; for a course now finished; and for a faith 
unwavering. 
This, and more too, Paul longs to enjoy throughout a never-ending 
eternity! May I ask just here another question-one quite different 
from the question under discussion? Did Paul pay too great a price 
for the hopes and dr eams that burn so brightly in his heart a s at the 
end of his journey he awaits the day when he will have the honor 
of giving his head to the executioner? This was a part of the price 
he was willing to pay for the cause that means the salvation of all 
men and by such martyrdom be entitled to an "entrance abundantly 
into the everlasting kingdom of our Saviour"? Would you have him 
now, as he faces death, exchange these hopes for a place in a Devil 's 
hell? The surrender of all these hopes of future joys is a part of tile 
price you will pay to live in hell. Would living in hell forever be 
worth the price you will have to pay? Yes, we pay for everything we 
receive. Hell, to you, must be a wonderful place if you are willing to 
miss all the promises made the Christians just to go to hell! Again 
I say, What Price Hell? Can you afford to pay it? When you come to 
die, what would you give for the dreams of this great soldier of the 
Cross who has fought a good fight; who has finished his course; and 
who has kept the faith and now awaits with joyous anticipation the 
victor's crown? Well, it can be yours if you are willing to pay the 
price this humble man was willing to pay. Believing its worth, he falls 
upon the Christian's battlefield, not just for his own victory, 
not just to go down in history as a m~rtyr, but he fell in the thick 
of battle that you and I today might have for us and our children 
this same victor's crown. What are you doing about it? Ah , my friends! . 
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Bid good-bye to all these hopes beyond the grave? What a price to pay 
to live in hell throughout all the endless cycles of eternity! Good 
friends, The Price Is Too Great To Pay! 
To The Faithful 
John, on the lonely isle of Patmos, was directed to write, "be 
thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of life" (Rev. 
2: 10). Christ, speaking to those in Matthew 25: 30-46 who had heard 
the cries of these who hungered, who were thirsty, who were naked, 
in prison, and. sick, said, because His people had administered unto 
.them they should go into life eternal. In Heb. 9: 15 Paul speaks of 
those who should receive the promise of eternal inheritance. Looking 
back through the centuries the writer of Hebrews in chapter 11 and 
verses 8 through 9 speaks of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as being 
"heirs of the same promise." Verse 10 says, "for they looked back for a 
city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God" and 
in verse 16 he writes, "but now they desire a better country, that is, 
an heavenly; wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: 
for he hath prepared for them a city." Peter, the apostle to wh9m 
the Lord said "I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom" (Matt. 
16:19), wrote these immortal words recorded in I Peter 1:3-5, "Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to 
his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a living hope by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead; to an inheritance 
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unto 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time." Exchange this for 
an eternity in hell? Nay, not for a day, much less an eternity! 
This Home 
In these passages we have the promise of a crown of life; 
,J.ife eternal; an eternal inheritance; a city whose builder and maker 
:l's God; an inheritance that shall never fade away. May I have your 
minds for a moment that they may walk with me into the future and 
gaze in splendor upon that reservation, that city, that home of the 
soul prepared for those who obey their Lord? Then ask your heart the 
question, Can I afford to exchange all this for an eternity in a Devil's 
hell? 
23rd Psalm 
The sweet singer of Israel, as he let his mind dwell upon the 
passing from time into eternity says in the 23rd Psalm, "yea, though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil for thou 
art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me." Then as his 
hopes transcend time and timely things, he sings of a home where he 
may dwell forever in these words, "surely goodness and mercy shall 
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follow me all the days of my life and I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord forever." With such hopes his to enjoy, the grave, not even the 
passing to the grave, held any fear for him. 0, for a faith like David 
possessed! Such faith would give me the power to see that the price 
I shall have to pay to live in hell forever is too great. Which will be 
your choice, to dwell in this house of the Lord forever or to live 
in hell throughout all eternity? It is yours to make! ' 
John 14: 5 
. _In John 14: 1-4 Christ, speaking to the hearts of His sorrowing 
d1sc1ples, says to them, "Let not your hearts be troubled: ye believe 
in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: 
if it were not so, I would have told you, I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. And whither 
I go ye know, and the way ye know." This was the house of which 
David sang I am certain. It was the place to be prepared for the 
saints of God; Christ promises to come for them. Can we afford to 
exchange this for a Devil's hell? No price is too great to pay that we 
may enter into this place prepared for us by the Lord. Any price is 
too great to pay to live in hell forever! 
City With Foundations 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob longed to see this city and the writer 
of this book says, "For he looked for a city which hath foundations 
whose builder and maker is God" and verse 16 shows it is a "heaven!; 
city," not an earthly one. Send my children to a Devil's hell, in 
exchange for a heavenly city whose builder and maker is God! 
Have them suffer a never~nding eternity with the condemned when 
they might have sat down with the saints of all ages to voice their 
praise with that angelic chorus in a home where sorrows never come? 
No wonder we ask, "What Price Hell?" No sin here is worth missing 
all the joys and pleasures of the home of the soul, prepared by Him 
who has created us and made for us such a wonderful world in which 
to live these few short years · as we prepare to live with Him forever. 
Rev. 21 :9-27 
May I now let you gaze upon the beauty of the people of God, 
the church, in their heavenly, glorified state? Here John in Rev. 21: 9-27 
saw the "Bride the Lamb 's wife" in all her splendor, in all her glory, 
in ~11 her beauty. This is our heavenly abode. It is pictured as a city 
havmg the glory of God, with walls great and high and the names of 
the twelve apostles written thereon. As he measured the city with a 
golden reed, its length was that of its breadth. Its walls were of 
jasper and the city pure gold, life unto glass. The foundations of this 
city were garnished with all manner of beautiful and precious stones. 
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The gates throu gh which the redeemed are to pass were of solid 
pearl. As the Lord thought of tlie light that should illuminate ~his 
eternal city of the saints, He might have thought of the sun that rises 
in the east and rides across the sky to hide it s majestic splendor 
in the golden setting of the west; He could have dreamed of the 
be auty of the moon, shedding its halo of light upon our we ary path-
ways here below; He might have looked aw ay to the st ars that 
twinkle to us from so far away singing as they shine, the hand that 
made us is divine. But all these pale away into insignificance, for 
the light that shall shine upon this glorious city pi ctured here is the 
glory of God, for the "L amb is the light there~f." It is He :"~o is . the 
"light of the world" now and it is He who will be our gmdrng hght 
throughout all eternity. In this home there will be no more death; all 
tears will be wiped awa y; all sorrow and heartaches are past. From 
the throne of God will flow the river of life, in the midst of which 
and on eith er side of which will grow the tree of life from which 
we may eat and dri nk and live forever. No sin shall enter this golden -
city, the gates shall not be shut, and there shall be no nig~t there. 
What a contrast to the horrible pictures of hell , where their worm 
lasting, and where the weepings never cease, and our plead~ngs go 
never dies where the fir e is nev er qunched, wh ere torment is ever -
unhe ard ali because we would not obey the Lord who died for us and 
live for Him. 
To my children who may be listening to me today: Whatever 
trials or temptations may be standin g in your way today that would 
deny you this wonderful blessing of living in su ch a wonderful city 
forever, please rid yourselves of it and let us come to the grave, one 
by one, to meet our blessed little Teenie girl who has al~eady gone 
on and now awaits us on the shor es of such a wonderful city that we 
may ' see her and sing with her the praise of Him who died that we 
all might live together in a world yet to come . Mom and I, a s all 
fath er s and mothers, want to pass from time into eternity believing 
we have hopes of our family being reunited in this city of God. Again 
I say, "What Price Hell?" It means the loss of all the wonderful 
promises of God: The price, children, to live in hell is too high! 
Your Soul 
Christ, in Matthew 16 :26,27, ask s this question, "What is a man 
profit ed, if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul? or what 
sh all a man give in exchange for his soul?" Here the soul of man 
is worth more than all the world. That is your soul! Moses in the long 
ago said to the children of Israel , "Be sure your ~.ins will find. you 
out," Numbers 32: 23. In Galatians 6: 7 Paul says , Be not deceived , 
God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap." In Romans 6: 23 Paul declares "For the wages of sin is deat~; 
but the gift of God is eternal life" and in Ezekiel 18: 20 we find this 
·statement, "The soul that sinneth it shall die ." This is the second 
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death , mentioned in Revelation 20: 144. It is the punishment of the soul 
of man from the presense of God for all eternity. 
Yes, to live in hell will cost you your never dying soul. Do you 
think your soul is too great a price to pay to live in hell always? 
We can now see the importance of my gener al subject, "Hell-The Cost 
of Li ving There. " I ask you, as did the Lord, if in hell what would 
you give for the freedom of your soul? Again I say, What Price Hell? 
Its price is my crown of righteousne ss, my crown of · eternal life, 
my home of •the soul, heaven itself, and last my own pre cious, never-
dying soul! Are you re ady to pay such a price that you and your 
children might be cast into hell where the smoke of your torment 
shall never cease? Yes, "What Price Hell? " l pray may never cease 
to ring in your ears until you have obeyed the gospel of Christ and 
become and live a Christian. Mark 16: 16 says, "he that believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved." Christ knows the way. May God bless you 
is my prayer in the blessed name of Christ. Listen to our next lesson 
on "How Shall We Escape the Damnation of Hell?" 
BEGINNING EIGHTH YEAR! 
With the . Febru ary 1, 1959, broad cas t the HERALD OF TRUTH 
entered its eighth year of consecuti ve weekly nation wide broadcasts. 
Its story is an unusual one of determ ined effort on the part of a few 
men who roused th e int eres t and support of thousands of their brethren, 
causing it to grow from a six-station hook-up in 1951 to one that has 
in cluded a total of 431 radio and 174 television stations in all 49 states 
and many foreign countri es. 
The HERALD OF TRUTH is well known for the beautiful rendi-
tion s of familiar hymns by the Abil ene Christian College A Cappella 
Chorus. Chorus groups from several congregations across the nation 
have also been used . 
The great appeal that it has for its listeners and the unusual story 
of the faith of those who made it possible have prompted articles of 
acclall).ation in ·many newspapers and such national publications as 
Time Magazine. 
The help of faithful brethren has made this world-wide radio min-
istry possible and its future depends upon the continued support of 
si ster congregations and faithful brethren . No appeal for funds is ever 
made on the air. J 
Edward J. DeGray, Vice President in charge of th e Radio Network 
for the American Broadcasting Company, said , "We are very happy to 
have the Herald of Truth for the eighth year. We feel that this broad-
cast is an outstanding one and has a very large and loyal listening audi-
ence." 
Thus, when the eighth annual contract ·was signed with this great 
national network, it began another chapter in the story of faith that 
moved mountains. 
WHY INVESTIGATE THE CHURCH OF CHRIST? 
MBS 
By E. R. HARPER 
Radio Sermon No. 280 April 26, 1959 
T he story is told of a train that was passing through a rather severe storm. The people were frightened and fear tilled every heart. A 
little girl was sitting, playing with her doll, seemingly unafraid. 
They asked her, "Why are you not afraid of this storm?" She very calmly 
replied, "Because my daddy is the engineer on this train." She had a 
reason for her confidence and was able therefore to give them a sensible 
answer to their question, "Why are you not afraid?" 
Now we must have a reason for asking you to investigate the 
church of Christ. It must be a valid reason. It must be a different rea-
son. It must be one that justifies our right to live as a separate reli-
gious institution. It must be one that makes our existence necessary 
to the salvation of mankind. If it is not essential and man does not 
need the church of which I am a member, then it only adds to the 
confused condition that now exists in the religious world . 
Not a Denomination 
The first reason I shall give for investigating the church of Christ 
is: The church of Christ is not a denomination in the sense the world 
uses that term. The term denomination as thought of today simply 
means "one among many religious groups going to make up the church 
of the New Testament." It has come to represent "one of many religious 
bodies equally related to Christ, one as near the truth as the other:· 
Now the church of which I am a member does not share this concept of 
the New Testament church or body of Christ. We are often spoken of 
as "one of the Protestant bodies," hence we are classified by the world 
as a "Protestant religion." Now we are not "Protestant" in the sense 
the word is used today. We are protestant in that we protest all error 
but not that we protest one particular practice that we feel to be wrong. 
Neither are we Catholic in the sense in which that is used, yet the 
church of the New Testament is a universal institution in that it is 
made up of all the saved of the earth. Neither are we Jewish as all 
understand, for our religion is not after their customs. 
Christ Is Her Builder 
The reason for this investigation of the church of Christ is that 
Christ built it . David in Psalms 127: 1 says, "Except the Lord build the 
house, they labour in vain who build." This is a truth we need to ponder 
well before we makP. a decision that has to do with the eternal destiny 
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of our souls. To get into a house the Lord did not build means that 
our labours, our efforts are vain; that is they will not profit us. I must 
not therefore get into a church or religious institution the Lord did 
not build. This is why we believe in thoroughly investigating that 
which you do religiously. Try what it is, what it does, and how you en-
ter it. Try it by the church of the Bible . The way to do that is to read 
your Bible and see if it is in harmony with its teachings . If it isn't, it 
can't be the church the Lord built. In Matthew 15: 13 Christ said "Every 
plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up.'' 
Here He was speaking of the "doctrines and commandments of men " 
verse 9. This being true we ask you to investigate the church of Chri~t 
where you are to see if we are that church. If we are not, then we have 
no scriptural right to exist, for listen to the words of Christ Himself in 
Matthew 16: 18 where He says to Peter, "Thou art Peter and upon this 
rock I will build my church.'' If we are not that church, if you are not 
that church , then whose are we and who is our builder? 
Purchased by the Blood of Christ 
The third reason for this investigation is found in Acts 20 : 28 where 
Paul says to the elders of Ephesus, "Take heed therefore un to your-
selves and to all the flock over which the Holy Ghost, or Holy Spirit, 
hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God (or as your Revised 
Version says, "church of the Lord") which he purchased with his own 
blood." Now here we find the church of Christ was purchased with the 
blood of Christ. Hence the church is the only institution ever bought 
by Christ's blood. This being true, the church of Christ is that church 
that belongs to Christ by virtue of the fact that He bought it by His 
blood. The church Christ built did not come into existence by accident, 
nor by some man or groups of men deciding to start a religious move-
ment; it came as a deliberate, planned and predestinated purpose of 
God and Christ His Son, through which and in which to save the world. 
It is by being a member of this blood bought church that man is re-
deemed by the blood of Christ. Peter in I Peter 1: 18 says, "Forasmuch 
as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things as silver 
and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your 
~athers; b~t by the precious blood of Christ , as of a lamb without blem-
ish and without spot." To whom is he talking here, saying they have 
been redeemed-bought back by the precious blood of Christ? It was 
the "house of God" which Paul calls the "church" in I Timothy 3: 15, 
for Peter says in the second chapter and verse 5, "Ye also, as lively 
stones, are built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, a chosen gen-
erati~n, a holy nation:: In chapter 4, verse 17, Peter further says, "For 
~he _time is _come that Judgment must begin at the house of God; and if 
it first begm at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the 
gos_pel of God"? In chapter 5 and verse 1 and 2 he says , "The elders 
which are. among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of 
the suffermgs of Christ, and also a partaker of the glor that shall be 
revealed, feed the flock of God which is among you ." Here th"lre is no 
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doubt but that he is speaking of the church, for only the church had 
eld ers. We conclude th ere fore th at t he church of Christ in your city is 
correct when it teaches that all th.ose who a re redeemd by the blood 
of Christ are those who are in the church th e Lord built. · 
No Creed but the Bible 
A fourth reason for asking that you investig ate th e church of Christ 
is that we have no creed but the Bible. Creeds would divide us i~to 
factions for they are written by in'an and they are docum ents settmg 
forth man's wisdom and they differ as wid ely as the thought~ of ~en 
differ. God's creed to us, the Bible, given to us from h~aven, is umted 
in its desires and its demands. Peter in his second epist'.e, chapter 1 
and verse 3 says, "According as his divine power hath given unto us 
all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through t~e . knowledge of 
him that hath called us to glory and virtue." Since th_e divme power ~as 
given us all things that pert ain unto life and godl_mess t~en nothmg 
can be added by a latter day revelation. I. press this que~twn: If ~ha~ 
divine power has already given us "all thmgs that pertam unto llfe, 
what more do you have to offer? What would a modern day creed _or 
revelation add unto that which gives us life? Y~s. t~e chu~ch of C~nst 
in your community is th at we give Christ the preemmence _ i~ all thmgs. 
reject all creeds, all modern day revelations, and all tra~1tlons of men 
or churches since none of them can add to that already given. We hum-
bly ask you therefore to investiga~e the_ church ~f ?h~ist in ~our com-
munity for you will find a refreshmg difference if 1t 1s a strict adher-
ence to the word of God you are looking for. We accept it as our sole 
guide and final authority in all matters religious. 
1.t Is Found in the Bible 
A fifth reason why we ask you to investigate the church of Christ 
in your community is that we give Christ the preeminence in all things. 
In Col. 1: 18 Paul says, "And he, Christ, is head of the body, the church: 
who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he 
mi ght have the preeminence." this is the reason why we answer as 
we do when you ask us, What are you religiously? We reply, We are 
Christians. This is not to be arrogant, it is not to be spiteful. With us 
it is serious . That is just what we are and nothing else, for there can 
be nothing better. I realize sometimes our friends become offended by 
this answer but now really there should be no offence in such an answer. 
We were not asked what somebody else is? We were asked what are 
we religiously? Now Paul said Christ should have th preeminence in 
all things and we give Him the preeminence by wearing His name. 
We feel to wear any other name and to be called by some other name is 
exalting some man or some act, or some method, or some form of 
church organization, above that of Christ. 
In Acts 11: 26 it says, "And the disciples were called Christians first 
at Antioch ." The church was but a few years old now but in the very 
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beginning of it, as quickly as they could be well rooted and established, 
they began giving Him the preeminence. In Acts 26 and verse 28 Paul 
was persuading King Agrippa to be a Christi ,~n, for the Bible reads, 
"Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a 
Christian," an d Paul r eplied, "I would to God, that not only thou, but 
also all that hear me this day, were both almost and altogether such 
as I am save these bonds." Here Paul acknowledged he was just a Chris-
tian and that he was persuading men to be just Christians. In fact 
there was nothing else back there . Human names were unknown then. 
They have been added years later. In I Peter 4: 15,16 Peter says, "But 
let none of you suffer as a murderer or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or 
as a busybody in other men's matters. Yet if any man suffer as a Chris-
tian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God in this behalf" 
and your Revised Version says, "In this name ." Here Peter commands 
us to glorify God in the name Christian. It was not given by the ene-
mies of the Lord for here Peter is not an enemy, he is an apostle. The 
Holy Spirit, guiding him to write this, was not an enem y, not a heathen, 
and He guided Peter to command them to glorify God in the name 
Christian. We shall give Christ the preeminence in all things. 
The Church 
Now when we are asked, What church are you a member of? we 
meet with the same reaction from our friends. We me an no harm . We 
do not do this to throw off on someone else. It is not to be insulting to 
others, really it is not. Because of the way some of our friends at times 
feel ab out our answer, many of our people dread to tell them which 
church they are a member of, and sometimes have been known to call 
it by some less irritating name , which name I shall not call here. They 
feel that it will lessen the criticism. But now, really, why should our 
telling the people that we are members of the church of Christ irritate 
anyone? We were not as ked what they wer e; we were asked, What are 
we? Now that is what we are. We are members of the church of Christ. 
That is the only answer we can give. Were we to drop the honor given to 
Christ and call the church of which we are membe r s by some man's 
name or just by some human name that has no relation with Christ at 
all, we would be accepted. Now why drop the name of Christ? Why de-
mote Him and honor some man by giving his name to the church just 
to appease the feelings of some friend? 
Now friends, really these questions can't be answered in the light 
of Paul's command that "in all things" Christ must be given the "pre-
eminence." This is why we call it the church of Christ, with a little "c" 
in church, because the word church is not a proper name. The exprees-
sion church of Christ simply signifies whose it is. 
When you ask what church we are members of we could answer, 
"We are members of the body of Christ." Well, this would only confuse 
the average man today . He would have no earthly idea of what you are 
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a member. In the first century of our New Testament times, that was 
enough, for there was only one church and that was the church of 
Christ. It was and is today the "body of Christ." In our confused state 
today we have to be specific so when you ask us from that standpoint, 
we simply tell you we are members of the church of Christ. We could 
say we are members of the family of God, or of the household of God, 
the kingdom of Christ, and this should be enough; it would have been 
in the first century for there was not a single modern denomination 
back there. When they said then, I am a Christian, or a member of 
the house of God, they understood it meant they followed Christ for 
there were no denominational bodies to confuse the minds of men. If 
we were · all following the revelation of God today as then, we would 
not meet with the embarrassment that confronts us when asked, "Of 
what church are you a member?" when we reply, "We are members 
of the church of Christ." Why should such an answer confuse or upset 
people if we are all following the Bible? It did not upset people then 
unless they were against the church. Where is our reasoning wrong 
in this? 
In Romans chapter 16 and verse 16, Paul in referring to the local 
congregations of the church says, "churches of Christ salute you." Now 
these were not conflicting denominations for not one is mentioned 
back there. They were all of the same faith and order. Paul, Peter, John, 
Luke, Timothy, Silas and all were welcomed in every church and they 
were all just known as Christians and called churches of Christ. That 
is what they actually were. Now that is what we are today and that is 
all we are . We will not set aside the blessed name of Christ and call 
His church QY the name of some man for we respect Him above them 
all and Paul said Christ should "have preeminence in all things" because 
God made Him to be "head over the body which is the church." This 
can't be answered. It may be ridiculed and the minds of men may be 
blinded to this fundamental fact but the right of it, the truthfulness of 
it , the beauty of exalting the church above all cannot be improved upon. 
Hence, we ask you to investigate the church of Christ in your com-
munity for it is different. It is following your Bible. We believe the 
Bible to be God's word and by it we must go and it is our sole au-
thority. If it is not, then let us cast it aside and grope our way in 
darkness to the grave. If the Bible be God's word then go by it and 
trust the Lord for the promises and He will never forsake us. He did 
not those back there. But I will conclude this sermon next time. May 
the Lord bless you is our prayer in His blessed name. Brethren, let me 
thank you for your fellowship in making these lessons possible. Write 
us today. 
The HERALD OF TRUTH radio program, now in its eighth year, 
was begun Febru ary 10, 1952. Speakers have been James W . Nichols, 
James D. Willeford and E . R . Harper along with numerous guest speak-
ers through the years . 
. A part of the volume of mail is opened that poured into Fifth and 
Highland Church. of Christ. This mail came in response to the call they 
s~nt forth to their brethren concerning the Herald of Truth being ear-
ned over 250 new radio stations of the Mutual Network. 
Pictured from left to right are: E. R. Harper, radio evangelist for 
the pro~r~m; John F . Reese, one of Highland's elders; and James Wille-
ford, mm1ster of the Highland congregation and also one of the speak-
ers for the program. 
• 
WE GET LETTERS! 
Over 1,000 pieces of mail come in ea ch week !n response to t~e 
Herald of Truth program . The worth and power of this work can readily 
be seen in the following excerpts from a few of the hundreds of thou-
sands of letters r eceived from our listening audience. 
-FROM FORT SMITH ARKANSAS: . 
"On Sunday night I baptized a man above sixty yea:s of age. This 
is the second baptism in the past year that was a direct result of the 
program." 
FROM MUSCATINE• IOWA 
''Last Sunday I had the privilege of baptizing Mr. and Mrs . Arlan_d 
w. Wilson. If the Herald of Truth is getting results everywhere as it 
is around here, it is certainly doing a great work." 
FROM TORONTO, OHIO: 
"We were Catholics all our life until we found the way and walked 
in the light . Brother John Cupp of Miami, Florida, who wa_s once . a 
Catholic priest , baptized my wife and myself at the Steubenville, Ohio, 
Church of Christ ." 
FROM WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS: . 
· "This is to inform you of the obedi ence to the gospel of Mrs . Lomse 
Gilbreath, as a direct result of the Herald of Truth." 
FROM CAMDEN, N.J.: 
"I am happy to say that as a direct result of the Herald of Truth 
we have baptized several persons and have obtained publicity that 
would not otherwise have be en avail able for us in this area ." 
FROM LOVELAN~ COLORADO: 
"My husband and I were both baptized as a result of the Herald of 
Truth. _Elnclosed please find $100 to be used where it is needed." 
FROM ROSS WALKER: 
"While riding the Hummingbird passenger train from New Orleans 
to Bruton, Ala., the radio in the Observation car was carrying the 
Herald of Truth Radio Program." 
FROM BLUE ISLAND, ILLINOIS: 
"We have baptized five former Catholics who first heard the gospel 
on Herald of Truth." 
AND WHAT ABOUT THE CHURCH OF OUR LORD? 
TAKE A LOOK AT THESE FIGURES . , . 
'2,000.000 (Billy Graham spends more than this every year for radio and 
television time.) 
$1,000,000 (The Missouri Synod of the Lutheran Church spends more 
than this for radio alone, plus an estimated cost of $1,200,000 
for television production.) 
$ 19,231 (This is the cost PER FILM that the Methodist Church has 
set aside for 25 film episodes-a total of $500,000.) 
598 television film episodes (cost unknown but well imagined) have 
been produced by the Catholic Church for the Armed Services through-
out the world . 
ARE WE CAUSING CHRIST TO HANG HIS HEAD IN SHAME 
BECAUSE HIS CHURCH WILL NOT GIVE OF ITS MEANS TO SPREAD 
HIS GOSPEL TO LOST SOULS? 
We are expected to do ALL within our power to save souls! 
ARE WE? 
---------
HIGHLAND CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Box 1858 
Abilene, Texas 
- --- --
want to help spread the truth by radio and television. 
will give $ now. 
wlll give $ ............. .. per month for months. 
Name . 
. .............................................. . 
Address 
City State 
............................. 
HIGHLAND CHURCH OF CHRIST 
RADIO PROGRAM 
Fifth and Highland 
P. O. Box 1858 
ABILENE, TEXAS 
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